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It is hard to beheve that this awesome reptile was
almost eliminated from much of its natural range. Federal
protection, by the Endangered Species Act in 1973, has allowed this primitive-looking beast to make a strong
comeback in the last three decades. Alligators are still protected by law and cannot be captured or killed
without proper permit#Alligators can be found in rivers, swamps, salt marshes, Carolina bays, and other
wetlands across the Southeast. :

Al*étors can be
often seen basking in the sun on land, or resting in shallow water during the day.
They feed very little durinéihe winter months ‘%cause their bodies are unable to
digest food at lower temperatures. A fun way to_o%erve alligators is to “shine”

ight red eyeshine can be seen

en any month of" year in warm weather. They are

inch babies grow

eTa eng being wlﬁcantly larger than females. Alligators
have hea*_one structure a S jaws Ce wwle force, allowing them to crush
turtles, snakes, bir and anyt] g/Se s h ] though alligators are powerful predators,
they rarely a&/&n at yinvolves an animal that has been fed and has lost its fear of
humans. A ' i
Savannah River Ecology Laboratory (SREL) scientists have studied many aspects of alligator ecology
on the Savannah River Site for 30 years. SREL researchers collected one of the largest alligators ever recorded
: in the state of South Carolina in 1996. This 12-

foot 10-inch male was first collected in the 1970’s,
by SREL researchers, as a 2-foot-long juvenile.
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