Hognose Snakes

L of snakesin particular hasbeentheinspiration |

® |ook atitanditdied” to* It flattened out and hissed -':':":': 1
at meso | knew it must be deadly” totheever [ A,

During the 30 year swe have studied snakes

hereat the Savannah River Ecology Lab, wehave §

heard lots of interesting stories and answered

for many of the anecdotes. The strangetal es of
these serpents haveranged from“All | did was

memorable”Help me! Help me! There' sablack

ww CODrainmy yard.” What kind of snekesinspired 8
&2 these accounts? You guessed it—hognose

e snokes,

Eastern H%HOSC Snake (Heterodon platyrhinos)
Southern Hognose Snake (Heterodon simus)

‘, By David Scott

Two speciesof hognose snakes, the southernand
eastern hognose, are found in the southeastern
United States. Thetwo speciesaresmilarinmany
respects. Both have a name, hognose, which
reflectsthe appearance of their upturned snouts.
Both species live in sandy habitats, and feed
primarily on toads. Enlarged rear teeth help

y  hognose snakesto feed onthetoads, which often

inflatetheir bodiesto much larger sizestotry to
keep from being eaten. Both hognose specieslay
eggs, usualy inmid-June, and the eggshatchin
mid-August. Theeastern hognose snakeislarger

4 thanthe southern, and eastern femalesmay lay

morethan 40 eggs, whilesouthernsgenerdly have

Population of Southern - e 5 zes of lessthan 15 eggs.

hognose snakesarein
decline.

Defensive display of
black “ cobra-like”
eastern hognose snake.

The southern hognose snake is one of the
many reptile speciesthat scientistswho study
= these animals are worried about. Southern
~ hognose snakes can no longer be found in
severa stateswherethey used to occur, such as
Alabama and Mississippi. Southern hognose

It isthedefensivebehavior sof
eastern and southern hognose
snakesthat giverisetothestories g
we hear. When frightened,
hognose snakesingtinctively coil, .,
flattentheir headsand necks, and =~

hiss. Infact, many peoplecall the ~ Eastérnhognoseplaying dead. snake popul ationsstill occur in South Carolina. &S
snakes" spreading adders” or “hissing vipers” If thisimpressivedisplayisnot  and North Carolina, but eveninthese statesthe & %

enough to scare away most intruders, hognose snakes have another trick—  numbersof snakeshasdeclined. Themost likely # s s
they roll over and play dead. Theact can be so convincing, withconvulsions  reasonsfor thedecline of thisspeciesare habitat &8 X

and writhing and vomit and sometimesblood, that even peoplewhoknowthe  loss, being run over by cars, and possibly the
snakes can do this till think the snake hasdied. Thetruetestistoputthe  spreadof fireants. Scientistshopetolearn enough

snakeback onitsstomach. ...itwill immediatdly flipback over togppear “dead.”  about thisvery secretive snake speciesto help it T?ﬁ snorl:t 8 the_
We said the snakes have neat behaviors—wedidn’t say they were smart. beforeitisindanger of becoming extinct. Srggr eﬁrprtlur%%r&cﬁleaﬁ

Thisinformation is provided by Savannah River Ecology L aboratory Outreach and SPARC. the eastern’s.



