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Eastern Diamondback

Rattlesnake
[I1]] Crotalus adamanteus [

It was my first day on the job at Everglades National Park, and | was
aready nervous. My new boss was giving me atour of the Park, and aswe drove
toward the research station | noticed alarge object in the road ahead of the vehicle.

Its size convinced me that it must be afallen limb or small tree, but as we drew

closer | realized it was the biggest snake | had ever seen in the wild. The huge

serpent was inching across the asphalt like an enormous caterpillar. As we stepped out of the car to get a closer look, aloud buzzing
noise began. Finally, theanimal | had waited much of my young life to experience in the wild — an eastern diamondback rattlesnake

— wasjust yards away. Aswe approached the snake at asafe distance, | noticed it shift its huge coils and turn to face uswithout ever =
taking its eyes off us. Itslong tongue flicked constantly, tasting the air for chemical signals. The bold pattern that contrasted with the
road obviously gave the snake great camouflageinitsnatural habitat among the palmettos and sawgrass. The diamondback continued
torattle asit started to slowly retreat off the blacktop — it never did let us out of its sight. Eventually, it turned and slithered silently
into the woods and disappeared completely from view.

Diamondback rattlesnakes have an undeserved reputation as aggressive, people-hating killers. The snakes are, in reality,
important members of their ecosystem, just like other animals. Although the snakes are NOT mean and aggressive, they are
accomplished predators with excellent tools for catching and killing prey. Diamondbacks feed on small mammals such as rats and
rabbits, thereby serving as natural pest controllers. The rattlesnake’'s venom is designed to help it catch food, but when used for
defense against people, the venom can be terribly dangerous. A bite from a diamondback is very serious and can even be life-
threatening to a human. For this reason, diamondback rattlesnakes (as well as other venomous species) should be viewed from a
distance and never approached.

Diamondbacks occur across much of the Southeast and can be found in avariety of habitats, but they are usually associated
with dry pine forests. Their cryptic coloration makes them all but invisible in shrubby and grassy underbrush. Female
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